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Drive Bands

On a single drive spinning wheel the type of drive band material you use may be a personal preference.

Cotton, Hemp or other fixed length Drive Band You May Want to Substitute
Sizing - Adjust your mother-of-all position to its lowest level then raise it by one complete turn of the tension 
adjusting screw. Place the drive band around the wheel and over the largest whorl on the flyer.  Remove all slack 
in the band and tie a secure knot.

If you are fussy about a knot, mark the overlap points with a pen and cut the band so you have two extra inches. 
Use a small needle and thread and splice the band together; line up the overlap points and perhaps fray the 
two ends so there is less diameter as you work towards the end of the string beyond the splice with needle and 
thread.

Elastic Drive Band
Sizing - Your Prelude elastic band has been sized already, but if there is a need to change the length or otherwise 
adjust, here is how you do it.

Adjust your mother-of-all position to its lowest level then raise it by 2 complete turns of the tension adjusting 
screw. Place the drive band around the wheel and over the smallest whorl on the flyer. Snug up the length so that 
you feel tension on the band. Cut the band where it starts to overlap. Both ends of the drive band need to be cut 
cleanly across the band. We can also suggest that the total length should be 65 inches.

You will need to melt the ends of the band and join them together but first prepare a little jig.  This can be some-
thing around the house that has a gouge on its surface (my utility knife has such a 
surface) or take a small piece of wood and cut a shallow V-shape into it.  You will 
be using the jig to help you line up the two ends of the band after you melt the 
ends.  Test first in jig before melting.

Place the two ends of the band into the base of the candle flame. In just a few 
seconds your elastic band will melt. Quickly place the two ends on the jig and push the ends together.  Allow 
the band to bulge at the joint. Hold for 20-30 seconds.  After several minutes test the strength of the splice by 
pulling  on the band. It should be firmly attached.  Trim any plastic away from the joint. If you create a problem, 
cut out the splice and repeat process.

Some people with steady hands can do the joining without a jig. If that is you, try to roll the joint between your 
fingers as soon as the plastic is cool enough to do so.  This will help to line up the ends.

Use - If you have sized your band correctly, you should be able to tension it on the wheel using the smallest 
whorl and have no slippage.  If your band is too loose, you must repeat the process above.

If the tension is correct, you should be able to move the band to/from any whorl with minimal/no adjustment of 
the adjusting screw.

It is possible to dye this band. Use any type of dye (Rit, Kool-Aid). Some dyes may lengthen the band slightly.

jig


